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RenoFest is named in honor of South Carolina’s seminal bluegrass legend, Don Reno. Reno’s son
Ronnie Reno, who a bluegrass music legend in his own right, serves as RenoFest’s annual master
of ceremonies. RenoFest started out as a one day concert in 1998 and has evolved into a three day
musical exiravaganza which atiracts a national audience to Hartsville every spring. Folks have
attended RenoFest from over 25 states, including such distant states as HA, AL, CA, AZ, IN, OH,
PA, NY and ME, as well as several foreign countries. Eighty percent of the festival’s attendees
qualify as “tourists” - persons who have traveled 50 or more miles to attend one or more the
festival’s outstanding events. Most festival attendees fall in love with Hartsville and return year

after year.

RenoFest is uniquely positioned on the calendar during the early spring (Always the Fourth
Weekend in March) and, as such, kicks off America’s annual bluegrass festival season. In addition
to the outstanding music concerts presented at RenoFest by national artists at the Hartsville historic
Center Theater, the festival includes many extremely popular events including, (1) the STATE
CHAMPIONSHIP BLUEGRASS BAND CONTEST (2) the STATE CHAMPIONSHIP GUITAR

CONTEST and (3) the STATE CHAMPIONSHIP BANJO CONTEST. These contests attract




America’s best “up and coming” bluegrass musicians to RenoFest and have become the festival’s

“signature events.”

RenoFest is recognized as one of South Carolina’s best and most unique tourist attractions. Within
Darlington County, RenoFest ranks as the second largest tourist attraction behind the Darlington
NASCAR race. According to the Darlington County Tourism Office, RenoFest has a far greater
economic impact on Hartsville than the NASCAR race does. City hotels are always filled and local

business activities increase dramatically during RenoFest.

Project Category Advertising and promotion of tourism to develop and increase tourist attendance through the

Previous Year

generation of publicity

2015

PY Total Budget 43046
PY Funds from City 14000
Grants

PY Funds from Ail 24000
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PY Percent Tourists  85.89
PY Percent Al 55.75
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All funds received are used to promote tourism and attendance from within the festival’s regional
and national markets. Sustained advertising and promotion are extremely important to continued
festival growth,

Motels and hotels within Darlington County regularly sell out all rooms during RenoFest.
Hartsville’s restaurants are busier during RenoFest than any other time of the year. RenoFest
attendees come from an average of 15 states and Canada, many of whom return for multiple years,

and many return year after year,

RenoFest has been successful for many reasons: First, individuals and businesses in the Hartsville
area have continuously and generously embraced and supported the festival. Secondly, RenoFest
has earned an excellent reputation for quality due to the high caliber performers who appear and
due to its comfortable atmosphere in Hartsville’s historic Center Theater where all ticketed events
take place. Thirdly, RenoFest hosts the unique SC BLUEGRASS BAND, GUITAR AND BANJO
CHAMPIONSHIP CONTESTS, which are also dubbed “THE DON RENO CLASSIC,” which are
rated among the top competitive events of their kind anywhere and which attract America’s most

outstanding musicians to come and compete at the festival each year.

RenoFest ticket orders (online orders must provide address), call in orders (must provide mailing
address and box office sales, surveys, surveys from attendees, and parking lot license
plates...allows us to track an identify the percentage of attendees who are local and out of state.
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Project Information — RenoFest 2017

RenoFest is co-sponsored by the City of Hartsville and financially supported by over 40 local
businesses and individual donors.

RenoFest is named in honor of South Carolina’s seminal bluegrass legend, Don Reno.
Reno’s son Ronnie Reno, who a bluegrass music legend in his own right, serves as
RenoFest's annual master of ceremonies.

RenoFest started out as a one day concert in 1998 and has evolved into a three day musical
extravaganza which attracts a national audience to Hartsville every spring. Folks have
attended RenoFest from over 25 states, including such distant states as HA, AL, CA, AZ, IN,
OH, PA, NY and ME, as well as several foreign countries. Eighty percent of the festival's
attendees qualify as “tourists” - persons who have traveled 50 or more miles to attend one or
more the festival’s outstanding events. Most festival attendees fall in love with Hartsville and

return year after year.

RenoFest is uniquely positioned on the calendar during the early spring (Always the Fourth
Weekend in March) and, as such, kicks off America’s annual bluegrass festival season. In
addition to the outstanding music concerts presented at RenoFest by national artists at the
Hartsville historic Center Theater, the festjval includes many extremely popular events
including, (1) the STATE CHAMPIONSHIP BLUEGRASS BAND CONTEST (2) the STATE
CHAMPIONSHIP GUITAR CONTEST and (3) the STATE CHAMPIONSHIP BANJO CONTEST. These
contests attract America’s best “up and coming” bluegrass musicians to RenoFest and have

become the festival’s “signature events.”

RenoFest is recognized as one of South Carolina’s best and most unique tourist attractions.
Within Darlington County, RenoFest ranks as the second largest tourist attraction behind the
Darlington NASCAR race. According to the Darlington County Tourism Office, RenoFest has
a far greater economic impact on Hartsville than the NASCAR race does. City hotels are
always filled and local business activities increase dramatically during RenoFest.

RenoFest prices its tickets as an attractive bargain, which has assisted the festival attract a
national audience.

The requested Hospitality Grant funds will be used to:

(1) promote RenoFest through multi-media advertising and will capitalize on the
festival's national reputation for outstanding quality and value;

(2)  promote Hartsville’s unique festival at other national, regional and state events
in order to expand existing markets;

(3)  through promotional materials, promote Hartsville's downtown district by
displaying attractive flags announcing the coming festival; and,

(3)  promote and foster the festival’'s signature contests by offering quality
incentives to aitract America’s most outstanding musicians to compete in our
annual band, guitar and instrument coniests, all of which have become
RenoFest’s signature events.




Project Information — RenoFest 2017

The requested Hospitality Tax Grant will insure RenoFest 2017 financial stability; permit
BCAC to operate RenoFest 2017 successfully, and to improve the festival going forward.

RenoFest is now at a significant crossroad of its 20 year history. National festivals like
RenoFest, which have a significant impact upon their local communities and economies,
require substantial community and municipal assistance in order to thrive, grow and sustain
success year after year. Conversely, without community and municipal assistance, events of

this kind and scale cannot exist or survive.

BCAC encourages and needs support for RenoFest from the Hartsville community at large,
from the City’s educational institutions, from the City’s business community, and from City
government. BCAC encourages local recognition, as well as sustained financial and
volunteer support, all of which is required to plan, operate, promote and maintain our
nationally recognized music festival.
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